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Creation - by observing nature and its complexity, we can conclude that there must be a Creator.
Moral values - only God can objectively define what is right and what is wrong.
Cause and effect - Everything that exists in the world has a cause, and that cause is ultimately God. 
Humans naturally believe in a Deity - consider how many religions there are in the world!

General revelation is the way God made Himself known to all humanity.

The Bible is a written word of God, the ultimate source of authority.
Jesus Christ revealed the character and nature of God.
Other miraculous means (dreams, visions - not normative today)

Special revelation directly shows what God is like and what His plan for humanity is.

Prolegomena  - Introduction to theology

Theology - the study of who God is
and what He is like.Prolegomena

How can we know that God exists?

Key verses: Psalm 19, Romans 1:18-32, Acts 14:15-17, Genesis 1
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Bibliology 
Bibliology - the study of the Bible. The Bible is
the inspired and inerrant source of knowledge
about God, Jesus Christ, salvation, and eternity.
Bibliology tells us what the Bible is.

The Old Testament canon or the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh)
consists of 39 books that Rabbinic Judaism carefully
recognized as the authoritative word of God.
The New Testament canon was fixed in the Synod of Carthage
397 A.D. and consists of 27 books used as the authoritative
word of God from the 1st century. The New Testament books
had to meet specific criteria to be in the canon.

The canon is the standard for the books included in the
Christian Bible.  

This study discipline is called hermeneutics. The most objective way of studying the Bible is
applying the literal, grammatical, and historical interpretation (author-centered hermeneutics).
The process of Bible study is called exegesis. To study the Bible correctly, one must analyze the
passage and make contextual observations. 

The Interpretation of the Bible explains how to study the Bible.

Inspiration - God divinely influenced
the human authors of the Scriptures
when they recorded His message. 

Inerrancy - the 66 books of the Bible
are entirely free from error in their
theology, science, history, or any
other subject.

Key verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Trinitarianism
Trinitarianism - The study of one God

existing in three Persons.
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There is one God
There are three persons in the Godhead. 
The members of the Trinity are distinguished from one another in various passages.
Each member of the Trinity is God.
The individual members of the Trinity have different tasks.
The three persons are one. 

Trinity is not in any way suggesting three gods. This is a
term used to describe the triune God—three coexistent, co-
eternal Persons who are God. The word “Trinity” does exist
in Scripture, but from overall context, it is seen in the Bible.

Father - the source of all things
Son - divine Word who came in the flesh to reveal
the Father and redeem the fallen race
Holy Spirit - who gives life and unity to the church
and witnesses to the Father and divine Word

The Christian understanding of God as one in essence,
though consisting of three distinct persons

Key verses: Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14
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Satan. Adversary and/or Accuser. We call him devil or serpent. He was a cherub before he rebelled and
was cast out of heaven. His sin was likely pride. He is the ruler of this world and the evil angels. He only
has power over non-Christians, and he despises God’s workers. He is tempting us to sin to divide us
from God. He uses lies as his primary tool.
Demons. Evil spirits and fallen angels following Satan. They have the same level of influence as good
angels. However, God limits them severely. They oppose God’s work, and they are behind false
religions. They can cause physical diseases, like a demon possession. Only unbelievers can be demon-
possessed since believers have the Holy Spirit.

Bad angels 

Angelology Angelology - the study of spiritual beings

Purpose of angels - God created them holy at the
beginning of time (some rebelled). They are
more significant than humans but limited in

power, activity, and knowledge.

Archangel
Guardian angel
Cherubim
Seraphim

Good angels - both the Old and New Testament. 

Key verses: 1 Peter 5:8, Revelation 5:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:16, Genesis 3:24, Job 2:1

Ministry - To worship, serve, and rejoice in God. They win people
to Christ and bring answers to prayers. In work and suffering, they
encourage us, and they care for the righteous at the time of death.
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Man is the only creation that God handcrafted
out of the dust
Man was created in the image of God. This is
called Imago Dei. Meaning to have the same
characteristics of God, such as emotions, free
will, and creativity. 
Humans were created with particular tasks. To
be caretakers of the garden of Eden and to rule
over all the animals. And to be in harmonious
relationships with God, other people, and the
whole of creation. 

Creation of Humans The Different Parts of Man
Man is made up of both material and immaterial
parts. The quantity of immaterial parts is debated.
The aspects usually include soul, spirit, heart,
conscience, mind, will, and aesthetic sense.
However, some of these may be 
put together or split 
depending on the view.

Anthropology Anthropology - The study of human beings and
their nature from a biblical view

Key verses: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-9; 15-25 
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Inherited sin is the state of all humans since birth.
It affects all aspects of one’s personality, including
intellect, emotions, and will. 
Imputed sin is the transfer of the sin and guilt of
Adam to the rest of humanity. 

Inherited and Imputed Sin

Hamartiology

Humans disobedience against God by thought or action.  It is
universal in every person and both individual and corporate.

Definition of Sin

Key verses: Romans 8:7; Psalm 51:4; Romans 1:28; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Titus 1:15; Romans 5:12-21

Hamartiology - The study of how sin originated,
how it affects people, and what the result will be

after death
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Soteriology Salvation -  deliverance from suffering. It refers to saving
someone from temporary trouble or eternal death

(soteriology focuses on the latter). Within Christianity,
salvation can only come through the sacrifice of Jesus

Christ.
 

God saves because of His grace, not because of what humans do.
Substitutionary atonement - Christ died as a substitute for sinners. He received the punishment that we
deserved, fully paid for sins, and satisfied God’s wrath. 
Justification—God’s declaring believers to be “just” or righteous. This is received only by faith. Because of
Christ’s sacrifice, God can see sinners as unblemished.
Reconciliation—Sin separates people from God, but Christ’s sacrifice and initiative make it possible for
humans to have fellowship with God and be adopted as His children.
Sanctification—To be set apart for God to live for His glory (positional sanctification). Because of that, a
believer strives to become more Christ-like by the power of the Holy Spirit (progressive sanctification).
Eternal security—Salvation doesn’t depend on human effort because Christ makes it secure. Therefore it
cannot be lost.

What is the gospel?
The good news that Christ, fully man and fully God, died for the sins of humanity and
then resurrected. Those who believe this message are promised salvation—eternal life.

Soteriology - the study of salvation

Key verses: Ephesians 2:8-9, 1 Corinthians 15:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Isaiah 53:6, 12, Romans 3:21-26

Key Aspects
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All believers have spiritual gifts. Church leaders should have gifts that qualify them for this ministry.
Spiritual gifts equip the church for ministry.
Elders: The Bible is not clear about the number of elders in a church. Their tasks include: leading, teaching,
pastoring, and guarding the church against false teaching. Also, they pray for the sick.
Deacons: The meaning of the Greek word is “servant.” Their task is to assist the leaders.

Church leaders

Baptism: The Greek word baptizo means “dip, immerse, submerge". The theological meaning of Baptism
is identification, symbolizing the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic remembrance of Christ, a proclamation of His death, and an assurance of
Christ’s second coming.

Ordinance or Sacrament - Representation of God’s grace

Ecclesiology Ecclesiology - the study of the nature and
structure of the Christian Church.

Key verses: 1 Corinthians 3:11, 1 Corinthians 3:16, Philippians 1:1, Titus 1:5, Matthew 28:19-20

Ekklesia(greek)-  The body of Christ. All the Christian
believers.

 
The meaning of “church” is not that of a building but people. The church began on the day of
Pentecost. The head and foundation of the church is the resurrected Christ. 
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Death and disembodied state—The cause of death is sin. The souls of
believers go to heaven. 
Christ’s Return—The second coming is imminent. 
Resurrection(s)—Of both believers and unbelievers.
Judgment (s)—Of both believers and unbelievers.
Eternity—Eternal life for all believers. Eternal hell for all unbelievers.

  Five points all Christians agree on
Daniel’s 70 Weeks—An inspired
timeline that will end with the
Millennial Kingdom. Each week is
seven years. Their division:
49+434+7=490 years. 
The Rapture—God takes away
believers to make room for His
judgment. 
Tribulation—The last seven years of
Daniel’s 70 Weeks. It is God’s
judgment on the unbelieving world.
Armageddon—The final battle. 

 

Key verses: Hebrews 9:27. 2 Corinthians 5:8, 12:4; Revelation 6-19, 20:2-7, 21:3-4. Daniel 9: 24-27. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Eschatology
Christ returns at the start of the Millennium. It is a literal
1,000 year period. The church is raptured before the
Tribulation. 

Eschatology - The study of future,
imminent end-time events. 
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